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was the assent only of tlie high papal party, who still,
under the guidance of Peter the son of Leo, held part of
the city.

Germany had furnished a line of pious, and, on the
whole, high-minded Pontiffs to the Eoman see. caiixtus
Calixtus II., though by no means the first Pope.
Frenchman, either by birth or education, was the first
French Pontiff who established that close connexion
between France (the modern kingdom of France as
distinguished from the Imperial or German France of
Pepin and Charlemagne) and the papacy, which had
such important influence on the affairs of the Church
and of Europe. From this period, of the two great
kingdoms into which the Empire of Charlemagne had
resolved itself, the Pope, who succeeded eventually in
establishing his title, was usually connected with France,
and maintained by the French interest; the Antipope
by that of Germany. The anti-Imperialist republics of
Italy were the Pope's natural allies against the Imperial
power. For a time Innocent III. held his impartial
authority over both realms, and acknowledged in turn
the king of each country; but as time advanced, the
Popes were more under the necessity of leaning on
Transalpine aid, until the secession to Avignon almost
reduced the chief Pontiff of Christendom to a French
prelate.

Christendom could scarcely expect that during the
pontificate of so inflexible an assertor of its claims, and
during the reign of an Emperor so resolute to maintain
his rights, the strife about the Investitures should be
brought to a peaceful close with the absolute triumph of
neither party, and on principles of mutual concession.
Nor was the first attempt at reconciliation, which ap-
peared to end in a more irreparable breach, of favour-